Pedigree and Breeding Method CDC Kestrel was selected from the progeny of a cross Norstar*2/Vona made in 1979. The F 1 and F 2 generations were produced in a greenhouse. F 2 -derived F 3 lines and F 3 -derived F 4 lines were grown in the field where winter hardiness, height, straw strenght, and plant and kernel type were evaluated. Irrigation and dryland trials that were extensively damaged during the high stress winter of 1984-1985 identified the winter hardiness and straw strength of the GA insensitive line later designated S86-15 (W202). The agronomic performance of S86-15 was further evaluated in yield trials at six locations in Saskatchewan in both 1985-1986 and 1986-1987. S86-15 Performance CDC Kestrel had an average grain yield that was 116% of Norstar, the dominant cultivar in western Canada during the 6-yr test period considered in this summary (Table 1) . However, as expected, this yield advantage was not consistent across western Canada. CDC Kestrel maintained a yield level similar to Norstar when grown under drought conditions that are often associated with the no-till re-crop management system (stubbing-in) used for winter wheat production in Saskatchewan. In contrast, the short, strong straw of CDC Kestrel made it particularly well adapted to higher moisture environments and irrigation. CDC Kestrel yielded 21 and 25% higher than Norstar when grown under the more (Table 3) . When compared with Norstar, the short, strong straw of CDC Kestrel also allows farmers in higher moisture regions the opportunity to more effectively capitalize on agronomic inputs, such as nitrogen fertilizer (Fowler 1992) . CDC Kestrel out-yielded the shorter-strawed Norwin in all the western Canadian environments considered in the cooperative testing program (Tables 1 and 2 ).
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The winter hardiness of CDC Kestrel was similar to Norstar and Norwin and its date of maturity was the same as Norstar but 3 d later than Norwin (Table 2 ). The stem and leaf rust reactions of CDC Kestrel were superior to Norstar while its common bunt ratings were similar to Norstar (Table 3) . CDC Kestrel is eligible for grades of the Canada Western Red Winter Wheat Class. CDC Kestrel has a baking strenght index that is similar to Norstar, but it has weaker physical dough properties, lower test weight, and lower grain protein concentration than Norstar (Table 4 ). The protein dilution associated with the expression of the very high yield potential of CDC Kestrel has been partially responsible for its low grain protein concentration in cooperative tests (Fowler 1992) . However, when compared with Norstar, the short, strong straw of CDC Kestrel allows for the use of higher nitrogen fertilizer rates thereby providing the farmer with the opportunity to achieve both target grain protein concentration and increased yield.
Other Characteristics
PLANT. Winter growth habit; coleoptile color reddishgreen; juvenile growth prostrate; leaves dark green with slight waxy bloom; flag leaf dark green, mid-wide, midlong, intermediate attitude; sheath and leaf blades glabrous, auricles white to purplish with few hairs; many tillers; straw mid-long, internode hollow, culm neck fine and straight, no anthocyanin coloration at maturity. SPIKES. Tapering to oblong, mid-dense, semi-nodding, midlong, awned; glumes mid-wide, mid-long, glabrous, white; glume shoulders wanting to oblique, narrow; glume break narrow, short to mid-long, acuminate.
KERNEL. Medium red, hard, mid-size, mid-wide, mid-long, ovate to elliptical; cheeks angular to rounded; brush hairs mid-long; crease narrow to mid-wide, shallow to mid-deep; germ small to mid-size, oval.
Maintenance and Distribution of Pedigreed Seed
Breeder seed originating from 98 breeder lines will be maintained by the Crop Development Centre, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada S7N 5A8. Distribution and multiplication of pedigreed seed stocks are handled by SeCan Association, 200 -57 Auriga Drive, Nepean, Ontario, Canada K2E 8B2.
